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Annotation

Thearticleexamines the image of oneof the keyfemalecharacters of
MaryaBolkonskaya. Using herexample, the essence of the concept of "altruism™ is
revealed,whichhelps to consider the concept of conciliarityin the culturalandreligioustradition
of the Russianpeople more deeply
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Oneof the keyfemalecharacters of the epicnovel"WarandPeace"isAndrei's
sisterMaryaBolkonskaya.

Lev Tolstoy love dhisheroinenolessthan Natasha Rostova. Russian Russianwriterin
the novelcallsher by the name of Marya, which is morefamiliar to Russianears,
apparentlyindicating that shebelongs to the "Russian"world,andnot to the European one. The
imagethatisclosesttotheunderstanding of the spiritualcontent of a
trueChristian,towhichTolstoyhimselfbelonged.

MaryaBolkonskaya,possessing an expressionlessappearance(*... the eyes of the
princess,large,deepandradiant(asifrays of warmlightsometimes came outofthem in sheaves),
weresogoodthatveryoften, despitetheugliness of the wholeface, theseeyesbecame more
attractive than beauty"), is extraordinarilyrichinwardly: a person who took placein the

religiousunderstanding of hisdestiny. Having received a
homeeducation,inprinciple,nodifferentfrom a typicalnobleeducation, the younggirlwasunder
the strictcontrol of herfather,who,due to

hiscapriciousnature,couldbothoffendandoffendhisdaughter,oftenitwasdirectedatherappearance
andquietdisposition(Well,not a fool'theprinceshouted,pushingaside the notebookandquickly
turning away,butimmediately got up,walked around,touched the princess's hair with his
handsandsat down again.).

MaryaBolkonskaya is represented by a deeplyreligiousgirlwholivesaccording to

Orthodoxvalues. The ideas of forgiveness,submissionandobedience are
manifestedinherrelationshipwith ~ her  father.  The ideas of  rejection of
lies,betrayalandselfishness are notaccepted by herin her
relationswithKuragin,withMlleBourienneandwithNatashaat the beginning of the novel.
UnlikeNatasha,Marya,at the

momentwhenshefindsAnatoleKuraginwithmlleBourienne, does notshowanyfeelings of
jealousyorresentment,whichwould be typical of the charactersweconsiderin the context of the
"I-concept”.Hereshebehaveslike a trueChristian,livingaccording to the canons of
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Orthodoxy.She,afteropenlycourtingherfiance'sFrenchwoman,forgiveshimanddecides to
sacrificeherpersonalhappinessfor the happiness of lovedones by arrangingtheirmarriage. Of
course,hernaiveplan was notdestinedto come true,sinceKuraginJr.,at his father's
insistence,wantedtomarryMaryaBolkonskaya,solelyin the
hopeofhernobleoriginandrichfortune. AfterMarya'srefusal,Kuragin will continue to live by
seducingotheryounggirls.

In his relationshipwithNatasha, the evolution of theirrelationship can be
traced,fromopenrejectiontoclosefriendship. At thetime of theiracquaintance, Natashaseemed to
Mary to be an overlyemotional, frivolousandfrivolousyoungpersonwhoabsolutely did
notsuitherbrother as awife.Theharshandasceticupbringingand the primatmospherein the
Bolkonskyfamily have an effect. AsNatashaRostova is spirituallyreborn,starting to adhere to
otherlifeorientations,Marya'sattitudetowardsher also changes. The
commondisasterthatovertakesthemin the form of the Napoleonicinvasion,especially the death
of Andrei,unites the twogirls in front of a commongrief,makingthemrealfriends.

HerdifferencefromNatasha,whothroughoutthenovel is engaged in the search for
femalehappiness,is self-sacrifice,religiousobedience to herfate,patienceand the ability to
forgive.It was thesequalities that NikolaiRostovmanaged to discerninMariawhen he saved the
princessfrom the peasantswhowanted to dealwithherafter the death of NikolaiBolkonsky. The
behavior of Nikolai is also indicative,who, under the mask of drynessandindifference,hides his
trueloveforMary,sincehispoorfinancialsituation does notallowhim to ask for the hand of a

richprincess,andheleavesformilitaryservice.But the sincerefeelings of
Maryaherself,herpurethoughtsaboutNikolai,at the end of the novel,leadto the naturalfinale of
another"familythought"-in1814RostovmarriesMarya,whowillinsistonmoving to
theBaldMountainsestate of Nikolaitogetherwith her motherandSonya.

The princessfindshermeaning in lifeinhelping"God's
people”,shebringstoherselfthesedespicableGod's peoplewhocometomefrom the
backporchwithbags on their shoulders,afraid to catchtheprince's

eye...".Throughoutthenarrative, thisheroine of the novelactsfromaltruisticpositionsandisoneof
the maincharactersrevealing the essence of the "we-concept"in the interpretation of
L.N.Tolstoy.
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