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Abstract

This article provides an in-depth scientific and theoretical analysis of the formation and
evolution of the detective genre. Originating in the 19th century through the pioneering works
of Edgar Allan Poe, this literary form has undergone significant stylistic and thematic
transformations over time, solidifying its place within world literature. The study explores the
social and psychological aspects of detective fiction while examining contemporary trends in
the genre. By drawing upon scholarly sources and literary criticism, this research evaluates the
dynamics of change in detective fiction, tracing its evolution from its earliest manifestations to
its modern-day developments.
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AHHOTAIUA

JlaHHas cTaThsl MpEACTaBiIseT COOOH TIyOOKMH HayuyHBIH M TEOPETHYECKHM aHau3
(dbopMHpOBaHHS W DBOJIONWK JETEKTUBHOTO >xkaHpa. bepymmii masamo B XIX Beke ¢
HOBATOPCKUX Ipou3BeneHni Jarapa Asutana [lo, 3TOT nutepaTypHBbIi JKaHpP CO BPEMEHEM
MpeTCPIIC]I SHAYUTCIBHBIC CTUIIMCTUYCCKUE U TEMATHYCCKUEC TpaHC(bopMaIII/II/I, 3aHAB IMTPOYHOC
MCCTO B MHpOBOfI JIATCpaType. B HCCIICAO0OBAaHUU PpaCcCMaTpUBAOTCA COLHUAJIIBHBIC U
TIICUXOJIOTUYCCKUEC ACIICKThI JIGTGKTI/IBHOfI JIMTCPATYPHI, a TaKXe AHAJIIU3SUPYIOTCA
COBPCMCHHBIC TCHACHIIUN B 9TOM KaHPC. OHI/IpaSICB Ha HAYYHBIC UCTOYHUKHU U JIUTCPATYPHYTO
KPUTHUKY, JTaHHas pabdoTa OIEHWBACT NWHAMHKY H3MEHEHHH B JCTEKTUBHOW JUTEPATypE,
MpOCIICIKUBAsA eé Pa3sBUTHUEC OT CaMbIX PAaHHUX (I)OpM A0 COBPEMECHHBIX HHTepHpeTaHHﬁ.
KuawueBble cj10Ba: [ETEKTHUBHBIA >KaHpP, KJIACCUYECKUH JAETEKTUB, >KECTKUN JETEKTHB,
COBpeMeHHLIP'I ACTCKTUB, JIMTCPATYpHAAd 3BOJIFOIIH.

Introduction

The detective genre has evolved alongside human civilization, adapting to societal changes,
technological advancements, and shifting moral values. The genre’s appeal extends beyond
mere entertainment; it fulfills a fundamental human need—the search for truth and justice in
an often chaotic world.
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The detective genre is not just about solving crimes—it reflects human curiosity, cognitive
reasoning, and ethical dilemmas.

MAIN PART

For centuries, detective novels have captivated readers with their intriguing plots, enigmatic
crimes, and brilliant investigators. From the foundational works of Edgar Allan Poe and Arthur
Conan Doyle to modern crime fiction, this genre has undergone a remarkable evolutionary
journey.

The earliest elements of detective storytelling can be traced back to religious and classical
literature. One of the first known examples appears in the Book of Daniel in the Bible,
particularly in the story of Susanna and the Elders. In this narrative, an innocent woman is
falsely accused of adultery and sentenced to death. The case is decided based on witness
testimonies, which were largely influenced by social status rather than objective truth.
However, the young prophet Daniel intervenes, identifying contradictions in the witnesses’
statements and ultimately proving the woman’s innocence [1, p. 257]. This ancient account
mirrors key detective fiction tropes, such as false accusations, investigative reasoning, and the
pursuit of justice.

A more structurally developed example of detective storytelling appears in 8th-century Arabic
literature, particularly in One Thousand and One Nights. Among the many tales in this
collection, "The Three Apples” stands out as an early detective-style story. The tale begins with
the discovery of a chest containing an unknown woman's corpse. In response, Caliph Harun al-
Rashid assigns one of his viziers three days to identify the murderer. Initially, the investigation
fails, and the vizier is sentenced to death for incompetence. However, at the last moment, he
uncovers a crucial clue, leading to a twist-filled investigation that ultimately reveals the true
perpetrator [2, p. 186]. This multi-layered narrative structure, the search for evidence, and the
gradual revelation of the crime mark it as an early prototype of the detective genre.

Another significant precursor to modern detective fiction is found in Renaissance literature,
particularly in William Shakespeare's tragedy “Hamlet” (1600-1601). While often classified
as a revenge tragedy, the play also contains distinct investigative elements. Rather than
exacting immediate revenge, Prince Hamlet methodically gathers evidence to confirm King
Claudius’s guilt. Using logical reasoning, psychological manipulation, and deductive
strategies, Hamlet engages in what can be described as an amateur detective's inquiry. The
famous “play within a play” scene serves as an investigative tool, designed to provoke Claudius
into incriminating himself. Hamlet’s quest for irrefutable proof before taking action aligns
closely with the principles of rational detective investigation, making this work a literary
forerunner of the modern detective novel [3, p. 9].

One of the first writers to codify the detective novel as a structured literary form was Edgar
Allan Poe (1809-1849). His 1841 short story "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" is widely
considered the first modern detective story. Poe introduced C. Auguste Dupin, a brilliant but
eccentric investigator who solves a seemingly impossible locked-room mystery. The crime
scene—a sealed fourth-floor apartment containing two victims—appears inaccessible from
both inside and outside, defying conventional explanation. Unlike traditional law enforcement
figures, Dupin investigates out of sheer intellectual curiosity rather than duty or financial
incentive.

Poe’s work established key detective fiction conventions, including:

A highly intelligent detective who relies on logical deduction rather than physical evidence
alone.
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A baffling crime, often appearing unsolvable at first glance.
A process of systematic investigation, where misleading clues (red herrings) and misdirection
play crucial roles.
Following Poe, Emile Gaboriau played a crucial role in expanding the detective genre. He
wrote the first full-length detective novel, elevating the genre from short stories to complex
narratives. Twenty-five years after Poe’s initial work, Gaboriau’s novels focused not only on
solving crimes but also on the psychology and reasoning processes of detectives [4. p. 10].
Gaboriau created two influential detective figures:
Monsieur Tabaret (Pére Tireauclair) — An amateur detective specializing in "armchair
detection”, meaning he solves crimes based on logical analysis rather than fieldwork.
Monsieur Lecoq — A more dynamic and investigative detective, portrayed as a promising
officer in France’s Streté (Security Service).
The Monsieur Lecoq character was inspired by Eugéne Francois Vidocq, a real-life criminal-
turned-detective who founded France’s first professional detective agency [5].
The Development of the British Detective Novel
One of the earliest British detective novelists was Wilkie Collins, who wrote "The Moonstone™
(1868). This novel was groundbreaking in that it introduced a professional police detective
(Sergeant Cuff) rather than relying on an amateur investigator. The narrative revolves around
the theft of a priceless diamond, with Cuff conducting a detailed investigation, interrogating
witnesses, and gradually piecing together the truth.
The genre reached new heights with the works of Arthur Conan Doyle. His Sherlock Holmes
stories, serialized in The Strand Magazine, achieved massive international success. When
Doyle attempted to kill off Holmes in "The Final Problem," public outcry was so overwhelming
that he was forced to revive the character.
Conclusion
The detective genre has undergone numerous transformations, evolving through distinct
stylistic and thematic phases. While 19th-century detective fiction focused on rational problem-
solving and criminal investigations, 20th-century and 21st-century detective literature has
incorporated psychological depth, sociopolitical themes, and moral dilemmas. Writers such as
Arthur Conan Doyle, Agatha Christie, Raymond Chandler, and Dashiell Hammett expanded
the genre’s scope, integrating philosophical, sociological, and existential dimensions. Today,
detective fiction continues to innovate, employing multiple narrative perspectives, unreliable
narrators, and postmodern deconstructions of crime-solving methodologies. Despite these
changes, the core appeal of detective fiction remains intact—the intellectual pursuit of truth
and justice.
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