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Abstract

This article explores the growing role of digital technologies in the teaching of Russian as a
foreign language (RFL). With the advancement of educational technology, there has been a
noticeable shift in pedagogical approaches that prioritize interactivity, accessibility, and
learner-centered methodologies. By integrating audiovisual content, gamification elements,
adaptive learning algorithms, and cloud-based communication tools, educators can enhance
student motivation, promote autonomous learning, and address the diverse needs of
multilingual classrooms. The article presents case studies and empirical evidence
demonstrating the successful application of digital resources in both synchronous and
asynchronous learning environments. These examples illustrate improvements in students'
linguistic competence, engagement, and cultural awareness when digital platforms are
strategically incorporated into the curriculum. Furthermore, the study underscores the
importance of professional development for teachers to effectively implement and adapt to
emerging technologies.
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Introduction

In the contemporary context of globalization, the rapid advancement of information and
communication technologies (ICT), and the growing demand for intercultural communication,
new pedagogical approaches to foreign language education have become essential. Russian, as
one of the major languages of international communication, is increasingly being taught
through online formats supported by digital technologies [1]. These tools not only expand
access to educational content but also make the learning process more engaging, interactive,
and tailored to the needs of modern learners. The integration of digital platforms facilitates
flexible, student-centered learning environments, thus aligning language education with the
demands of the 21st century [2].

Materials and methods

Digital platforms now play a central role in the modern educational ecosystem,
particularly in the instruction of Russian as a foreign language (RFL). These platforms
contribute significantly to increasing student motivation and allow for the development of
personalized learning trajectories. Through the application of digital tools, learners are able to
navigate the curriculum at their own pace, receive immediate feedback, and engage with
authentic materials in meaningful contexts. This section presents an overview of the most
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widely used and pedagogically effective digital resources employed in teaching Russian to
international students.

PushkinOnline Platform. The PushkinOnline portal, developed by the State Institute
of the Russian Language named after A. S. Pushkin, is one of the most prominent resources
specifically designed for foreign learners of Russian [3]. This official platform offers a wide
range of digital educational materials structured according to the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR), from level Al to C1. The platform includes:

. Video and audio lessons categorized by language proficiency levels (A1-C1);

. Interactive exercises focusing on vocabulary acquisition, grammar practice, and
orthography;

. Cultural modules that help learners understand key aspects of Russian

mentality, traditions, and everyday realities.

Example of Practical Use: A student at the A2 level studies the topic "Holidays in
Russia". The lesson includes a subtitled video presentation, which is followed by a series of
comprehension and vocabulary exercises. These tasks enhance listening skills and reading
comprehension by requiring the extraction of relevant information from audiovisual content
[4]. The inclusion of cultural context not only improves language competence but also fosters
cross-cultural awareness, which is essential for effective communication in Russian.

Online Tool: Quizlet

Quizlet is a widely used digital tool that enables instructors to create customizable
flashcards containing new vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, and grammatical structures. The
platform presents educational content in an interactive flashcard format, which significantly
facilitates memory retention and recall. Key features of Quizlet include:

. Automatic knowledge assessment through instant feedback;
. Multimodal input, such as the ability to add images and audio to each flashcard;
. Gamified learning modes, including “Match,” “Learn,” “Test,” and “Spell.”

Example of Use: When studying the topic “Furniture and Interior Items,” the teacher
prepares a card set with relevant terminology. Students independently study the materials via
the mobile app and then complete a follow-up quiz to reinforce and test their knowledge. This
approach not only enhances vocabulary acquisition but also fosters self-directed learning [5].

Video Conferencing and Collaborative Platforms (Zoom, Google Docs, Padlet)

Digital communication tools such as Zoom, Google Docs, and Padlet support
comprehensive distance learning and collaborative activities. In Zoom-based online classes,
teachers can fully replicate classroom dynamics by incorporating:

. Text and video discussions;
. Breakout rooms for pair or group work;
. Interactive whiteboards, surveys, and real-time forms for feedback collection.

Google Docs and Padlet facilitate collective writing tasks, multimedia storytelling, and
project-based learning.

Example of Use: While discussing the topic “My Apartment,” students give oral
descriptions of their living spaces in Zoom while simultaneously contributing to a shared
Google Document where they add written descriptions and corresponding images. This dual-
channel activity enhances both speaking and writing competencies and encourages
collaboration.

Official Resource: Gramota.ru
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Gramota.ru is an authoritative online reference platform for the Russian language. It is
highly beneficial for both learners and educators. The site provides the following core
functions:

. A comprehensive orthographic and grammatical reference database;
. Spell-checking tools for verifying correct word usage;
. A collection of articles explaining normative linguistic rules and common

errors.

Example of Use: During a lesson on “Spelling of Adjective Suffixes,” a student uses
Gramota.ru to independently verify the correct spelling of adjectives, enhancing their
grammatical accuracy and promoting autonomous learning.

YouTube Channels for Russian as a Foreign Language (RFL)

Video-based content plays a vital role in language acquisition, especially in developing
listening and comprehension skills. Popular YouTube channels such as “Russian Progress,”
“Russian with Dasha,” and “Learn Russian with RussianPod101” offer authentic video content
with subtitles, detailed explanations, and associated exercises.

Advantages include:

. Exposure to natural, conversational Russian speech;
. Flexibility to learn anywhere and anytime;
. Enhanced auditory and visual perception of language.

Example of Use: In a lesson on “Transportation,” the teacher streams a video from the
“Russian Progress” channel with English or Russian subtitles. After viewing, students engage
in a structured discussion and complete comprehension tasks based on the video. This activity
strengthens listening comprehension, expands vocabulary, and encourages oral expression.

Advantages of Using Digital Technologies in Teaching Russian as a Foreign
Language

Integrating digital technologies into the process of teaching Russian as a foreign
language greatly improves the effectiveness of learning and allows the teaching method to be
adapted to the needs of modern students. Below are the main advantages of using digital tools
in teaching Russian.

Personalized learning. Digital resources make it possible to consider each student’s
level of knowledge, learning speed, language environment, and interests.

Examples: The LingQ app allows students to choose topics on their own. Quizlet offers
automatic repetition of difficult words.

Improved motivation and engagement. Interactive tasks, video content, and game
elements (gamification) help students participate more actively in the learning process.

Examples: Duolingo uses points, levels, and rewards. Kahoot and Wordwall turn tests
into game-like quizzes.

Result: Students with low motivation start to participate more often and review material
outside of class.

Developing digital literacy. Students learn not only the language but also how to use
digital communication tools — shared documents, forums, video conferencing, and
presentations.

Example: During a group project in Google Daocs, students work on a collective essay
and edit it in real time.

Result: Students are better prepared for international communication and online
learning environments.
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Access to authentic language materials. Digital platforms offer texts, videos, and
dialogues that reflect real spoken Russian.

Examples: YouTube offers interviews, news, and podcasts. Memrise provides short
videos with native speakers.

Opportunity to learn anytime and anywhere. Mobile apps and online platforms give
freedom to choose when and where to study. This is especially important for students living in
different time zones.

Example: A student in China uses Duolingo in the morning and joins a Zoom lesson
with a teacher from Uzbekistan in the evening.

Result: Learning becomes more flexible and easier for both teachers and students.

Feedback and self-monitoring. Automatic tests in apps and platforms help students
track their progress.

Examples: Quizlet gives error statistics after each test. Duolingo shows a daily progress
chart.

Result: Students take more responsibility for their learning and try to improve their
results.

Table 1. Summary table: advantages of digital technologies

Benefit Digital Technologies Educational effect

Personalization LingQ, Quizlet Personalized learning

Increased motivation |Duolingo, Kahoot, Wordwall Increased engagement

Digital literacy Google Docs, Padlet Development of ICT
competencies

Authentic materials |YouTube, Memrise Approaching real speech

Flexibility and All Mobile Apps Learning at a convenient time

accessibility and place

Self-monitoring and |[Duolingo, Quizlet Increased student autonomy

progress

Practical Examples of Using Digital Technologies in Teaching Russian as a
Foreign Language (RFL)

The effectiveness of digital technologies in teaching Russian as a foreign language is
reflected in specific teaching methods and practices used by instructors at various stages of
learning — from introductory courses to advanced levels (B2-C1). Below are real-life
examples showing how digital tools can be integrated into the learning process.

Example: Topic — “Shopping” (Level A2-B1)

Objective: To master vocabulary related to shops and markets, and to practice dialogues
in everyday situations.

Digital Tools Used:

. Wordwall — to practice vocabulary through interactive matching and sorting
games.
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. Zoom — to conduct role-play activities in breakout rooms simulating real-life
shopping conversations.
. Kahoot — to review learned vocabulary and phrases in a fun quiz format.
Table 2.
Lesson Stage Activities Information Result
Technology
Review Game "Find the word"  |Wordwall \/ocabulary
(slides with store consolidation
shelves)
Dialogue Practice |Conversational situations|Zoom (breakout rooms) |Speaking, modeling
in pairs "seller-buyer" situations
Knowledge Check [Questions on vocabulary [Kahoot Interactive testing,
and grammar competition

Example: Topic ""Russian Holidays™ (level B1)
Goal: Introduction to cultural realities, development of listening skills and monologue
speech. Digital technologies: YouTube, Canva, LingQ.

Table 3.

Lesson stage Activities Information Technology |Result

Listening Watching the video "New [YouTube Cultural
Year" awareness

Working with text [Reading an article about |LingQ Expanding
Maslenitsa, highlighting vocabulary
vocabulary

Project Creating an information |Canva Integration of
poster about the Russian knowledge,
holiday visualization

Analysis and Summary

The practical examples discussed in this study clearly demonstrate that the integration
of digital technologies into the process of teaching Russian as a foreign language brings
multifaceted pedagogical benefits. These technologies are not simply supplementary tools;
they play a transformative role in how students interact with the target language, the instructor,
and each other.

Firstly, digital tools significantly enhance students’ linguistic engagement by
encouraging more active participation. Applications such as Kahoot and Wordwall stimulate
learners through gamified activities, while platforms like Zoom and Padlet foster interactive
dialogues and peer-to-peer collaboration. As a result, students become more confident and
willing to use Russian in real communicative situations.

Secondly, the incorporation of digital resources deepens learners’ socio-cultural
awareness. Exposure to authentic content—interviews, videos, songs, and news programs—
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via platforms like YouTube and Memrise allows students to experience Russian as it is used
by native speakers in diverse contexts. This not only builds listening comprehension and
vocabulary but also cultivates an understanding of cultural nuances, traditions, and norms.

Thirdly, digital environments support both interpersonal and collaborative learning. For
instance, shared writing tasks on Google Docs or group discussions on Zoom encourage
cooperative strategies, collective reflection, and the negotiation of meaning, which are all key
components of communicative competence. Moreover, students learn to give and receive
feedback in real time, building both linguistic and soft skills.

Importantly, these technologies also foster autonomous and blended learning models.
Through mobile applications and online exercises, learners can review, explore, and practice
outside of the classroom at their own pace. Digital platforms provide flexibility in access and
scheduling, allowing students to fit language study into their daily lives, regardless of time
zone or location. This autonomy strengthens self-regulation, metacognitive awareness, and
long-term retention of linguistic material.

Lastly, digital technologies provide continuous formative assessment. Most
applications include real-time performance tracking and error analysis, helping both teachers
and students identify gaps and tailor instruction accordingly. This feedback loop ensures a
responsive and student-centered learning process.

In summary, the effective integration of digital tools in teaching Russian as a foreign
language supports a holistic, communicative, and learner-driven approach, significantly
enhancing both the quality and accessibility of instruction. These technologies not only
motivate students and support differentiated learning but also align with global educational
trends in digital literacy and cross-cultural communication.

Conclusion

Modern digital technologies offer wide opportunities for effective teaching of Russian
as a foreign language. The use of digital platforms, mobile applications, and interactive
resources allows teachers to apply personalized and flexible teaching methods, while students
can learn at their own pace with higher motivation and engagement.

A variety of tools such as Duolingo, Quizlet, Padlet, YouTube, and LingQ help develop
all four language skills: speaking, listening, reading, and writing. These tools provide feedback,
boost learner motivation, and help track progress effectively.

Moreover, digital resources make it easier to adapt the learning process to the student’s
language level and personal interests. The use of digital technologies in teaching Russian as a
foreign language significantly expands the possibilities for both teachers and learners. These
technologies help customize lessons, raise student interest in language learning, and speed up
the development of communicative competence.

To teach Russian effectively in the 21st century, it is essential to systematically
integrate digital tools into the language curriculum.
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