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Abstract: Teaching Uzbek as a second language requires modern pedagogical approaches that
emphasize communication, learner engagement, and cultural awareness. Interactive teaching
methods help students actively participate in the learning process, develop communicative
competence, and apply linguistic knowledge in real-life contexts. This study examines the role
and effectiveness of interactive methods in teaching Uzbek as a second language and provides
practical insights for educators.
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Introduction.

The growing interest in learning Uzbek as a second language is influenced by increased
academic collaboration, tourism, cultural exchanges, and migration to Uzbekistan. Traditional
teacher-centered approaches based mainly on memorization and grammar explanation do not
sufficiently develop communicative competence. In modern language pedagogy, the learner
must be an active participant rather than a passive observer. Therefore, interactive teaching
methods have gained importance.

Interactive methods emphasize communication, collaboration, and problem-solving.
They allow learners to express their thoughts, negotiate meaning, and use the target language
for practical purposes. As a result, these methods support both linguistic and cultural
development.

Methods. This articleis based on a qualitative review of pedagogical literature related
to interactive teaching and second language acquisition. In particular, scholarly articles,
monographs on language pedagogy, teaching guidebooks, and classroom observation reports
were examined to identify effective principles and strategies for interactive instruction in the
context of teaching Uzbek as a second language. The research process involved thematic
content analysis, enabling the identification of the most commonly used interactive techniques
that support communicative competence and student engagement.

The main methods examined in this study include:

Role-playing activities

Pair and group work

Discussion and debate tasks

Educational games

Multimedia and digital resource use

Theoretical Foundation
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The interactive teaching approach is rooted in communicative language teaching (CLT)
and socio-cultural theory. According to Vygotsky’s socio-cultural framework, learning occurs
most effectively in meaningful social interaction where students negotiate meaning and
construct knowledge collaboratively. Similarly, the communicative approach emphasizes
authentic communication, fluency development, and learner-centered activities rather than rote
memorization or passive listening. In the context of Uzbek language teaching, these theoretical
foundations support the idea that learners acquire language more naturally when they practice
it actively in social, real-life situations rather than merely studying grammatical rules.

Practical Implementation and Benefits

1. Role-Playing Activities

Role-playing facilitates situational language use, allowing students to simulate
everyday communication (e.g., shopping, asking for directions, greetings). Practically, these
activities help reduce anxiety and build confidence. The teacher’s role is to design scenarios
that are culturally relevant to Uzbek-speaking environments and provide linguistic scaffolding
where necessary.

2. Pair and Group Work

Collaborative tasks encourage peer learning, negotiation of meaning, and greater
speaking practice. In Uzbek language classes, pair dialogues and small group projects enable
students to exchange information and practice specific grammatical and lexical items in
context. Research suggests that learners speak significantly more in small group settings
compared to teacher-fronted lessons.

3. Discussion and Debate Tasks

Discussion-based activities develop higher-order thinking, expressive vocabulary, and
cultural awareness. Through structured debates on familiar or social topics, students not only
practice expressing opinions in Uzbek but also deepen their understanding of Uzbek cultural
norms regarding politeness, modesty, and community values.

4. Educational Games

Games promote motivation and reduce affective barriers such as fear of making
mistakes. Examples include vocabulary bingo, sentence construction races, and competitive
quiz activities. In practice, games are especially beneficial for beginner-level learners as they
make language practice enjoyable and memorable.

5. Multimedia and digital resource use.

The integration of audio-visual materials, interactive software, and online
communication platforms supports multimodal learning. For instance, listening to Uzbek
dialogues, watching short films, or engaging in online language exchange sessions provides
authentic exposure to pronunciation, intonation, and cultural context. Digital tools such as
Quizlet, Kahoot, and language-learning apps also enhance vocabulary retention and
independent learning.

Discussion.

The findings of this study confirm that interactive teaching approaches play a
significant role in addressing the challenges typically encountered in second language learning.
Traditional teacher-centered instruction often limits students’ opportunities for authentic
communication, resulting in passive reception rather than active construction of knowledge. In
contrast, interactive, student-centered teaching provides learners with meaningful practice,
encourages active participation, and fosters a more natural acquisition of the Uzbek language.
Through methods such as role-playing, group collaboration, discussion-based tasks, and
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multimedia integration, learners are able to engage directly with language in use, rather than
simply learning about the language in theory.

A key implication of these findings is the reconceptualization of the teacher’s role.
Rather than functioning solely as a transmitter of knowledge, the teacher must act as a
facilitator who organizes communicative environments, supports student collaboration, and
guides the learning process. This shift aligns with socio-cultural and communicative theories
of language acquisition, which highlight the importance of social interaction and meaningful
language use in developing communicative competence. When the teacher adopts a facilitative
role, learners gain more responsibility for their own learning, which increases motivation and
autonomy.

However, the study also reveals that effective implementation of interactive techniques
requires certain conditions. First, teachers must be adequately trained in communicative and
interactive instructional strategies. Without appropriate methodological preparation, there is a
risk that interactive activities may become superficial or lose their pedagogical purpose.
Second, access to authentic Uzbek language materials—such as real conversations, cultural
texts, and multimedia resources—is essential to ensure exposure to natural linguistic input.
Third, classroom organization must support interaction, which may require smaller class sizes
or structured grouping strategies to allow each learner to participate meaningfully. Finally,
cultural instruction should be integrated alongside linguistic instruction, as language cannot be
fully separated from the cultural context in which it is used. Cultural integration helps learners
understand not only what to say, but how and when to say it appropriately in Uzbek-speaking
contexts.

Overall, the findings suggest that interactive methods should not be viewed as
supplementary techniques but rather as foundational components of effective language
instruction. Their use contributes to holistic learning in which linguistic, communicative,
social, and cultural competencies develop in parallel. When learners apply language in real -life
tasks, collaborate with others, and experience the cultural dimensions of communication,
second language learning becomes more authentic, meaningful, and sustainable. This
highlights the importance of continued support for interactive pedagogy within teacher training
programs, curriculum design, and educational policy.

Conclusion.

Interactive methods play a crucial role in teaching Uzbek as a second language. They
help learners engage more deeply with the language, improve communicative competence, and
develop cultural awareness. Educators are encouraged to integrate varied collaborative
activities, role-play exercises, and digital resources into their lesson plans to enhance the
learning experience. A shift toward learner-centered pedagogy is essential for improving the
effectiveness of Uzbek language education in global and multicultural settings.
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