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Abstract 

This article explores the transformative impact of Artificial Intelligence (AI) on modern 

English Language Teaching (ELT). As digital technologies rapidly evolve, AI-powered tools 

offer innovative opportunities for personalizing learning experiences, optimizing lesson 

preparation, and enhancing student engagement. The paper highlights practical applications of 

AI in vocabulary acquisition, grammar practice, interactive classroom presentation systems, 

and differentiated instruction. Additionally, it addresses the key pedagogical limitations of AI 

integration and emphasizes the indispensable role of the human teacher in fostering genuine 

communication and critical thinking. 
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1. Introduction 

In recent years, the integration of digital technology has fundamentally altered the 

landscape of global education. Among these technological advancements, Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) has emerged as a major catalyst for innovation in English Language Teaching 

(ELT). Traditional teacher-centered paradigms are increasingly being complemented—and in 

some contexts replaced—by dynamic, learner-centered environments supported by intelligent 

digital systems. 

Language acquisition requires consistent exposure, meaningful practice, and immediate 

feedback. While conventional classroom settings offer valuable social interaction, teachers 

often face constraints related to mixed-ability classes, limited instructional time, and heavy 

administrative workloads. AI technologies mitigate these challenges by offering scalable 

solutions for automated text adaptation, personalized learning pathways, and interactive 

content delivery. Consequently, understanding the functional role of AI in modern ELT is 

crucial for language educators seeking to optimize pedagogical efficiency and improve learning 

outcomes. 

2. Theoretical Background and Educational Integration 

The integration of AI in language pedagogy is rooted in sociocultural learning theories and 

constructivist approaches, which emphasize tailored scaffolding and interactive engagement. 

AI-driven language tools serve as digital scaffoldings, continuously assessing a learner’s 

current proficiency level and adjusting the input complexity accordingly (Vygotsky's Zone of 

Proximal Development). 

Modern AI applications in ELT can be categorized into three primary functional domains: 

• Adaptive Learning Systems: Platforms that adjust exercise difficulty based on real-time 

performance data. 
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• Generative Instructional Support: AI systems that assist educators in creating lesson 

plans, comprehension questions, and differentiated reading passages. 

• Interactive Classroom Display Technologies: Integration of software tools with 

electronic whiteboards and multimedia presentations to enhance visual and kinesthetic 

engagement. 

3. Practical Applications of AI in English Language Teaching 

3.1 Personalization and Differentiated Instruction 

One of the most significant advantages of AI in ELT is its capacity to deliver differentiated 

instruction. In heterogeneous classrooms, students process linguistic input at varying speeds. 

AI algorithms analyze individual error patterns and suggest tailored exercises targeting specific 

grammatical weaknesses or vocabulary gaps. For instance, intelligent tutoring systems can 

generate customized vocabulary lists or provide contextualized reading passages matched 

precisely to a student's reading level. 

3.2 Automated Feedback and Error Analysis 

Prompt feedback is a critical determinant of successful language acquisition. AI-powered 

grammar checkers and writing assistants analyze student compositions for syntactic accuracy, 

stylistic flow, and lexical diversity. These tools provide instantaneous diagnostic feedback, 

allowing learners to correct errors independently prior to final teacher submission. This 

automated pre-screening elevates Student Talk Time (STT) and reflection, while 

simultaneously reducing the teacher's grading burden. 

3.3 Interactive Material Design and Presentation 

For classroom practitioners, AI significantly streamlines lesson preparation. Teachers can 

utilize generative AI tools to formulate Concept Checking Questions (CCQs) and Instruction 

Checking Questions (ICQs) aligned with specific learning objectives, draft contextualized 

dialogue scripts adapted to targeted CEFR levels (e.g., A2 to C1), and design structured visual 

content for electronic whiteboards, creating dynamic slides that boost young and young-adult 

learners' visual processing and motivation. 

Table 1. Comparison of Traditional vs. AI-Enhanced ELT Methods 

Application Domain Traditional Method AI-Enhanced Method 

Lesson Preparation Manual creation of exercise 

sheets 

Automated generation of leveled 

texts and CCQs 

Writing Assessment Delayed paper-based 

correction 

Instant diagnostic feedback on 

grammar and style 

Vocabulary Practice Static flashcards and word lists Adaptive, spaced-repetition 

digital exercises 

Classroom Interaction Fixed textbook exercises Dynamic multimedia displays 

on interactive boards 



 

Western European Journal of Linguistics and 

Education 
Volume 4, Issue 6, June 2026 

https://westerneuropeanstudies.com/index.php/2 
ISSN (E): 2942-190X                                                                             Open Access| Peer Reviewed          

 This article/work is licensed under CC Attribution-Non-Commercial 4.0 

 

181 | P a g e  
 

 

4. Challenges and Pedagogical Limitations 

Despite its transformative potential, the integration of AI in ELT presents notable 

challenges that educators must navigate carefully: 

• Lack of Human Empathy and Cultural Context: AI algorithms lack authentic 

emotional intelligence, empathy, and subtle cultural nuance. Language is fundamentally a 

social construct, and genuine communicative competence requires human-to-human 

interaction. 

• Over-Reliance and Reduced Critical Thinking: Excessive dependence on AI-generated 

materials can suppress creative language production among students and diminish lesson 

design autonomy among teachers. 

• Technical Infrastructure Gaps: Effective deployment of AI tools requires stable 

internet connectivity, hardware access (such as interactive displays), and digital literacy 

among teachers and students. 

5. Conclusion 

Artificial Intelligence represents a powerful auxiliary force in modern English Language 

Teaching, offering unprecedented capabilities for instruction differentiation, immediate 

feedback, and interactive material preparation. However, AI should be viewed not as a 

replacement for the educator, but as an empowering tool that enhances pedagogical capacity. 

The primary role of the language teacher remains vital in facilitating authentic communication, 

providing emotional encouragement, and building a collaborative classroom atmosphere. 

Future developments in ELT will depend on a balanced hybrid approach that combines AI 

technological efficiency with human-centered pedagogy. 
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