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As a result of the seizure of power by the nomadic Uzbek tribes led by Shaybani Khan
in Movarounnahr and Khorasan, the Shaybani state was formed with the city of Samarkand as
its center. Since the 30s of the 16th century, the importance of the capital city of Bukhara has
increased. In historical sources, the state founded by Muhammad Shaibani Khan was called the
"Nomadic Uzbeks" state from the 16th century. In most of the historical works written as a
result of scientific research conducted in the 20th and 21st centuries, opinions were expressed
that the Uzbeks as a people were formed in the end of the 15th century and the beginning of
the 16th century, with the arrival of nomadic Uzbek tribes from the Kipchak steppe to Central
Asia in the 15th century. Some researchers tried to connect the term "Uzbek™ with the name of
nomadic Turkic-Mongol tribes who lived in the Dashti Kipchak lands, and some with the name
of the Mongolian Khan Uzbek Khan (1312-1342). [1].

After the military campaigns of Muhammad Shaibani Khan, the local Central Asian
Turkic-speaking peoples and peoples of the state were also called Uzbek. In the first decade of
the 16th century, the struggle for the throne between the Shaybani Khans (Muhammad Shaibani
Khan, Kochkinchi Khan, Ubaidullah Khan) with the Timurid ruler Zahiriddin Muhammad
Babur, and then with Shah Ismail Safavi, were the efforts of the rulers of this dynasty to
strengthen the central power. Is evaluated as From the middle of the 16th century, the
establishment of a centralized state and active foreign policy, in particular, the diplomatic
relations established with the states of the Baburis and the Ottoman Turks, the Astrakhan and
Siberian khanates, which organized military campaigns against the Safavid state of Iran and
Russian Tsar Ivan 1V the Grozny[2] The diplomatic relations sent by Abdulla Khan 11 to the
territories of the Shaybanites testify to the political power of the state.

In the 16th century, the rulers of the Shaibani dynasty paid attention to foreign trade
relations, sent ambassadors to Iran, India, Turkey, China, Russia and other countries and
established a certain level of economic cooperation with them. In particular, Muhammad Ali,
the ambassador sent to Moscow by Abdulla Khan 11, presented 40 pounds of paint to Russian
Tsar Fyodor Ivanovich among the trade goods he brought.

It can be concluded that among the valuable items and products presented to the king,
paint produced in the cities of Central Asia took an important place. When the ambassadors
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were returning to their homeland in 1585, they brought goods such as ammunition, hunting
birds and cloth from Moscow [3].

It is known that in the second half of the 16th century, the Russian state became extremely
powerful politically and militarily, expanding at the expense of conquered territories and
becoming the largest state in terms of territory in Europe. First of all, the order established by
Ivan Vasilievich Grozny (lvan IV 1530-1584), implemented reforms, and active policy were
of great importance in achieving such power. Shaibani ruler Abdullah Khan Il was very active
in establishing trade relations with the Russian state [4].

In particular, during the 80s and 90s of the 16th century, Abdulla Khan Il sent
ambassadors and merchants to Russia once a year.

In the middle of the 16th century, Antony Jenkinson, the chief ambassador of Queen
Elizabeth of England (1533-1603), came to Moscow and from there delivered the secret
mission of Ivan Vasilievich to the king of Iran.

As aresult, in 1567-1569, Ivan Grozny opened the door of new opportunities for English
merchants.

Antony Jenkinson (1529 - 1610/1611) was an English ambassador and merchant who
played an important role in Anglo-Russian diplomatic and trade relations.

Born in the town of Harborough, his father was a wealthy man who educated his son in
business) and devoted his energies to this relationship.

He founded the Moscow trading company and organized expeditions to Russia on behalf
of this company. During these expeditions, he met Ivan Grozny several times. These
expeditions were carried out in 1558, 1561, 1566, 1571. After Jenkinson arrived in Moscow in
1558, he took a label from the Russian tsar and left Moscow for Central Asia in that year.

Jenkinson, the ambassador-in-chief, despite great difficulties, stayed in the Khanate of
Bukhara for 3 months (December 12, 1558 - March 2, 1559). During this period, the tourist
collects valuable information about the socio-economic life of the city of Bukhara, the khan
and his military forces.

He meets its ruler in Bukhara. About this: "On December 24, 1558, | met with the Khan
of Bukhara and presented him with the label of the Russian tsar. Khan welcomed me and
invited me to the table. Khan asked me about the properties of the Russian tsar, the Russian
state and its laws, and the Turkish sultan™ [5]. From the information given by Jenkinson, the
rulers of Bukhara were well aware of the geopolitical situation of their time.

In particular, they sought to be aware of the processes taking place in the Ottoman
Empire and the Russian state, which were becoming the leading political and economic
forces of their time. In particular, Abdullah Khan 11 was interested not only in trade, but also
in the political situation in Russia and the Ottoman Turkish Empire, and the structure of the
existing armies of distant foreign countries.The ambassador described the city of Bukhara:
"Bukhara is located in the lowest part of the country. It is surrounded by a high thatched wall
with various gates and is divided into three parts. Two parts of it belong to the king, and the
third part belongs to the merchants and the market. Each craftsman has his own place and his
own market. The city is very healthy. Most of the houses are made of raw bricks and straw,
but there are quite a few houses, temples and buildings built of stone. The baths, in particular,
are built in such a skillful way that there is nothing like it in the world. Telling about how
they were built is a long history™ [6].Also, Jenkinson: "...Moreover, it is forbidden to drink
any other kind of drink except water and milk. If they find a person who violates this law,
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they drag him to the open markets and give him a severe whipping. Special officials were
appointed for this purpose, and they gained the right to enter and search every house to find
out whether the owner of the house had vodka, wine, or malt liquor. If they find anything of
the sort, they break the vessel, spoil the drink, and punish the host. Sometimes, when people
notice what they have drunk by the smell coming from them, it is an unavoidable fact and
they solve the case on their own without looking for any reason or excuse. Bukhara has a
religious leader (metropolitane) who strictly controls this law. People listen to him more than
the King.

He can dethrone a king and appoint another in his place at will, just as he did with the
king who gave us gifts at the time of our arrival, and with his predecessor, he appointed
another in his place. In historical sources, we find a lot of information about the active
involvement of religious scholars in the military and political life of the country. In fact, the
intervention of religious scholars and sheikhs in political processes was a common
phenomenon for Eastern and Western countries in the Middle Ages and had a significant
impact on the country's political life. They played a very important role in the acquisition of
power and throne of the princes.

"...Since the country of Bukhara was once under the rule of the Persians, Persian is
spoken here even now. However, today, despite the fact that they are all Muslims, Bukhara is
an independent kingdom that is engaged in fierce wars with the Persians. One of the excuses
that cause war between them is that the Persians do not cut the upper part of the lip, as the
Bukharans and other Tatars cut their mustaches above their lips, and they consider this a great
sin. For this reason, they call the Persians infidels, i.e. Dahris, as they call Christians. The king
of Bukhara did not have great power and wealth. His income was small. He lives mainly at the
expense of the city: he appropriates a tenth of the goods sold by artisans and merchants, which
leads to the impoverishment of the people who are strictly under his rule. When his funds are
low, he sends his officials to the merchants' shops and seizes their goods so that they give him
credit to pay off his debts. He also behaved the same way when he paid me the loan money for
19 pieces of karazeya. Its money consists of silver and copper, gold is not used in circulation
at all” [7].Things were a little better in Bukhara when Jenkinson arrived. But he writes that it
was a temporary situation:"A khan rules in Bukhara for two or three years at most. During this
period, they will kill him or drive him away. All this is ruining the country and merchants™ [8].
Here the author refers to the events between 1541-1557. In particular, between these years, the
political disunity in Movarounnahr grew, and as the author says, they sat on the throne of the
country for only 1, 2, 3 years and even a few months. It was the reign of Abdullah Khan I for
7 months in 1541, the co-rule of Abdulaziz Khan (son of Ubaidullah Khan) and Abdulatif Khan
(son of Kochkinchi Khan) in 1541-1550, the co-rule of Sultan Muhammadiyar and Burhan in
1551-1554 , such events as Burhan sultan's dictatorship in 1554-1557 caused the author to think
that the influence of the khans was low and to conclude that they could not rule for a long time.

This difficulty fell mainly on the shoulders of the common people. Agriculture, crafts
and trade were in crisis. Jenkinson testified: "the people were so poor that the goods brought
by foreign merchants would remain unsold for 2-3 years. There is no hope of profit from trade
here. Nevertheless, foreign merchants actively trade here. Fine white fabrics are imported from
India. Tatars (inhabitants of Central Asia) wear this cloth around their heads. Various cotton
fabrics and silk are imported from Iran.
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Leather and leather raw materials, various dishes, saddlery are imported from Russia. In
times of peace, satin and various fabrics are imported from China. From Bukhara, silk fabrics,
raw leather, horses (to India) ... Russian products, slaves of different nationalities (to Iran);
cotton fabrics, various types of silk are exported (to Russia). From these data, it can be seen
that during this period the Central Asian khanates mainly had trade and economic relations
with Iran, India and China, and the role of Russia in these relations was also increasing. This
is confirmed by the following data cited by Jenkinson:

"Every year in autumn, caravans from lIran, India, Balkh, China and Russia gather in
Bukhara. Throughout the winter, sales in the city are at their peak.

Only in early spring, merchants leave the city” [9].Jenkinson clearly expressed the
conflict between the governors of Bukhara and Samarkand in the following lines:

"While resting in Bukhara in the winter, | studied the state of trade with neighboring
countries and customs fees. When the Khan of Bukhara goes to war, all merchants accompany
the Khan with their caravans.

... On March 8, 1559, we left Bukhara with a caravan of 600 camels. We managed to
leave Bukhara on time. 10 days after we left, the governor of Samarkand besieged Bukhara. At
this time, Bukhara Khan was busy with other wars[10]. Here the author presents his
assumptions about where Abdullah Khan, the ruler of Bukhara, was in the winter of 1558-1559
(although the official ruler of the country was Pirmuhammad Khan in 1557-1561, he was sitting
in Balkh) or where he marched. No information is found in the works such as "Abdullanama”,
"Musaxhir al-bilad", which are the primary sources for this period. From the information of the
tourist, it is understood that the Khan of Bukhara was on a campaign against Samarkand, and
he probably failed in this battle."Such events happen in these countries every two or three years.
If a khan rules here for three or four years, it will be considered a miracle. This situation is
ruining the country and the merchants.

...These ambassadors were on their way to the Russian Tsar in response to my visit.

... These ambassadors were sent by the governor of Urganch and other sultans in response
to the Russian king.

... That's why for many years no ambassador from Tataria went to Russia."

So, when Antony Jenkinson traveled to Central Asia, that is, in the middle of the 16th
century, a certain period of decline began in the socio-economic and cultural life of the peoples
of the region, at one time, especially in the 9th-12th, 14th-15th centuries By this time, in the
Central Asian region, which attracted European countries with its status, economic and
household life, development of science, crafts and architecture, there was a decline in almost
every field, and signs of decline in economic and social life were shown. It was a phase that
started la.

The important thing is that Antony Jenkinson, who was in various cities of Central Asia
as an ambassador and a tourist, saw with his own eyes most of the information he collected
about political, socio-economic life, foreign trade relations. As a participant in the events, he
described it as a person of a different religion and belief.
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